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The sheltered daughter of a country baron, Miss Adeline Pimm comes to London looking for

adventureâ€¦ and finds it in the form of a bloody, unconscious man slumped in the doorway of her

familyâ€™s rented townhouse. Though his identity is a mystery, Adeline is inexplicably drawn to the

handsome, injured man and vows to nurse him back to health.Â  Liam Cavanaugh, the scandalous

Earl of Wolford, is startled when he awakens in an unfamiliar bed, wrapped in bandages that hinder

his eyesight, with no memory of why he was beaten half to death. Although he canâ€™t see the

witty young woman who tends to his wounds, her alluring voiceâ€”and a single stolen kiss from her

soft lipsâ€”helpsÂ soothe his pain. But when he is fully healed, Liam is not ready to let go of the one

woman who stirs his deepest longings. Liam will do whatever it takes to see Adeline again, even if it

means giving up his rakish ways. But his disreputable past is not so easily forgotten and his secrets

are far more dangerous than heâ€”or Adelineâ€”ever imagined.
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4.5 StarsLiam is as naughty as they come. He knows it, the ton knows it, and itâ€™s not long before

anyone who meets him knows it. Heâ€™s the spokesman for the scandal sheets, and he doesnâ€™t

give a wit about what anyone thinks of him.That all changes when he meets Adeline. She can



match his wit with no problem, and she doesnâ€™t hesitate to set him straight in her own charming,

delightful way. Adeline has been coddled her whole life, and she wants nothing more than to prove

sheâ€™s not an invalid, despite her handicap. It doesnâ€™t slow her down, and she refuses to let

anyone keep her safely snug in a cacoon.Liam learns a lot from Adeline. He appreciates her

intelligence, and no matter how hard he tries to ignore the spark he feels when sheâ€™s around, he

doesnâ€™t deny himself any pleasure. Adeline is not used to the feelings that flood her when

sheâ€™s in Liamâ€™s presence. Each having their own reasons, neither had ever planned to marry,

and they are both overcome when they find themselves actually contemplating a permanent

union.Liamâ€™s been hurt in the past. He was deceived by the woman he thought loved him, and

he doesnâ€™t trust any debutante. Theyâ€™re all after nothing but title and riches, and when

Adeline shows no interest in those things, he canâ€™t help but to be drawn to her.I enjoyed

Lorretâ€™s clever way of comparing Liamâ€™s feelings to Adeline with his feelings for food.

Heâ€™s always favored hearty, saucy breakfasts; but he now finds porridge is his preference.

Adeline has an adventurous side she wants to explore, and it makes for lively entertainment. The

story is filled with witty repartee, and the secondary characters and subplots are creatively

intertwined without taking away from the H/H and their story.

I appreciate Vivienne Lorret's HRs. She supplies good dialogue and humor as well as warm

romance. One of the better new HR writers, she gets the love, attraction and sexual chemistry

across to the reader before the H and h get down and dirty, and, not only that, but you get all this at

a very affordable price. Even if one of her books were to disappoint, you really can't complain the

way you would about a better known, more popular author's more expensive dud.This new Lorret

story is written with her usual warmth and humor and is a pleasant read. The development of the

relationship between H and h is quite lovely and both characters are appealing. I can't, however,

give the book more than 3 stars because the plot is just so already done to death. Heroine with limp,

doesn't want to marry, fearing she would be offered for only out of pity. Hero with some issues in his

past (minor ones, IMO, in this case) that have turned him into a hedonistic rake who doesn't trust

women or want to marry and produce heirs until he's in his 60s. (Good luck with that, Liam, in

Viagra-less 1800s England.)The h, Adeline Pimm, and her baron and baroness parents are recently

in London for the Season and find the hero, Liam Cavanaugh, Earl of Wolford, unconscious and

badly beaten, lying at the entrance to their rented townhouse. Naturally, being kind and caring folks,

they take him in and nurse him back to health, finding out, as he recovers, that he is the owner of

their rented home and their next-door neighbor and a man with a bad boy reputation.So, yeah, Liam



has a bad reputation as a rake and a rogue and Adeline is young, pure and innocent.
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